


















We see new faces and new buildings . . . Many favorite and
familiar scenes are now replaced by new brick structures . . .
the Indian Trail is gone in favor of Waldo Stadium and Hyames
Field, the Botanical Gardens have been excavated for the
Lavina Spindler Women's Dormitory, and the Temporary
Buildings have served their purpose and the Hall for Men now
casts its shadow upon that site.
The favorite haunt of students is now the Union Building with
its soda bar, cafeteria, Men's Union Rooms, Women's League
Room, ballroom, and lounges ... Next door is conveniently
located the Walwood Hall Residence for women . . . The new
Health and Personnel Building upon the "Hill" saves us much
climbing up and down . . . we now stop there for classes and
visits to the Curriculum Library, the Deans' offices, the Health
Service, the Infirmary, the Speech Clinic and the Psycho-Edu
cational Clinic . . . While on our way to the Science Building,
we now see the tropical plants housed in the new greenhouse.
From the changing and beautiful campus we now enter many
new and changed classrooms . . . increased enrollment to over
2400 has made practical curriculum changes . . . most modern
change is Aviation Mechanics and Civilian Flight Training . . .
All seems fine except the uncustomary three hour examinations
under the new semester system.
The opening of Graduate School brings back many familiar
faces . . . Greatest honor of the year . . . Western is selected
by Commission on Teacher Education of the American Council
on Education . . . one of thirty-four institutions in the United
States conducting study of teacher education.
New hopes and a new spirit have thus come to Western . . .
as its campus grows, so does its educational ideals.
LAVINA SPINDLER HALL FOR WOMEN
DEPICTING IN TYPE AND PICTURE THE PROGRESS





To the memory of Dr. Dwight B. Waldo, founder of our school and its
beloved president for thirty-four years, we dedicate this the 1940 edition of
the Brown and Gold.
Fathering the growth of Western in a small pear orchard to one of the largest
teachers colleges in the United States, Dr. Waldo has implanted a spirit of
loyalty and duty within our institution which neither time nor growth will erase.
As years go on and Western continues to grow, we will just be taking more
steps in the direction of achieving the many things of which he dreamed and
planned. Always behind the spirit of growth at Western there will be the
indomitable spirit of Dr. Dwight B. Waldo.
PAUL V. SANGREN
President
(We Look to the future
The 1940 edition of the Brown and Gold marks another fine achievement in
the preparation of a record of activities of Western State Teachers College.
It is worthy of note that this issue brings to light many of the recent improve
ments in the physical equipment and life of the campus. It brings clearly to
mind that Western State Teachers College is a changing educational institu
tion attempting to adjust its program and facilities to the needs of the day.
This institution looks forward to a continued growth which will make it more
and more useful, not only to the young people who are being prepared for a






















Harper Maybee George Amos Leoti Britton
H. Glenn Henderson Dorothea Snyder
Harry Greenwall Eunice Kraft Frances Noble
Mathilde Steckelberg Marion Tamin Myrtle Windsor
MATHEMATICS
The Department of Mathematics gives
opportunity for a varied study of the
subject. Besides the Algebra, Geom
etry, calculus, and commercial courses,
there is a new course, Mathematics of
Buying and Investment. In keeping
with the trend toward consumer educa
tion, the department plans to offer field
work in mathematics and investments.
Several members received recognition
for special publications. Mr. Ackley
presented a paper at the Mathematics
Association, while Mr. Bartoo is the co
author of a geometry text.
MUSIC
Music, our universal language! It is
through the skillful and patient direc
tion of Mr. Maybee, Mrs. Snyder, and
Mr. Amos that Western's Choir, Glee
Clubs and Band have become outstand
ing, and known far and wide.
Mrs. Britton and Miss Doty are respon
sible for much of the music which reach
es the children throughout the state,
taught by graduates of the department.
This year a novel and charming pro
gram was arranged, combining the tal
ents of the Women's Glee Club and the
Modern Dance Club in the presentation
of Tschaikowsky's "Nutcracker Suite."
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
The Foreign Language Department of
fers courses in Latin, French, German,
and Spanish. They are designed to give:
the background in reading and speak
ing, a study of the classics of a national
literature, and special courses in con
versation and composition.
The department is headed by Elizabeth
T. Zimmerman and employs an excep
tionally well-traveled faculty. Most of
its members have done graduate study
abroad. Miss Zimmerman and Miss
Steckelberg have studied at several
universities in Germany, Miss Tamin
was reared in France, Miss Hoebeke
and Miss Kraft have attended the Amer
ican Academy at Rome, and Mr. Green-
wall has pursued academic work, not
only in Europe, but in Japan and Hawaii
as well.
Each year the French government gives
an award to the student excelling in
French, and the Carl Schurz Memorial




West of College Hill, adjacent to the
new highway, lie two wooden build
ings, the Playhouse, and the Barracks.
Together they house our Speech Depart
ment, and herein is dispensed the the
ory and practice which puts speech well
toward the front in Western's advanc
ing program.
Dr. Van Riper has delved deeply into
Speech Correction and is responsible
for the expanding interest in this field.
Mr. Lahman and Mr. Garneau have
been honored recently with Ph. D. and
M. A. degrees respectively.
In the Playhouse, Miss Shaw holds forth








Although slow in coming into its own
in schools and colleges, the Industrial
Arts Department is now recognized as
one of the most beneficial to the stu
dents.
A series of linotype courses were intro
duced last semester, directed by Lau
rence Brink of Western. The course has
proven very popular.
The popularity and importance of In
dustrial Arts is seen in the rapid growth
of this department. Well may Western
be proud of its splendid shops and class
rooms, for few colleges have a more
up-to-date and well equipped depart
ment.
MEN'S PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Western has a reputation for preparing
successful coaches and directors of
physical education. All students, for
curricula leading to degrees, must take
ten semester hours of physical educa
tion courses. Those so desiring may
participate in intramural or intercolle
giate athletics.
Increasing facilities and a growing in
tensification of courses point to an even
finer Physical Education Department in
the future.
Marion Sherwood John Feier Fred Huff

















Health, physical skill, appreciation of
sports and rhythm—these are the quali
ties which required physical education
for women attempts to develop in West
ern's women students.
Fifty-seven girls are majoring in the de
partment this year. History, theory,
and organization of athletics prepare
them for the teaching of physical edu
cation.
Social dancing classes have been or
ganized in addition to the ballroom
dancing classes. They are open to all
students who desire to learn to dance.
That the students appreciate this oppor
tunity is undoubted; near capacity
classes all year bear proof to this.
Ellis J. Walker Wallace Borgman Esmeralda Tatham
Francetta Peters
HEALTH
With the completion of the Health and
Personnel Building, came the enlarge
ment of Western's Health Service Staff.
This staff is increasingly efficient now.
New equipment, laboratory technicians,
and excellent facilities for the mainten
ance of student health are at the dis
posal of not only the students of the
college but also of the training school.
Working in close connection with the
Deans, the Psycho-Educational Clinic
and the Physical Education depart
ments, the Health Service rounds out
an expertly functioning personnel.
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BIOLOGY
Western's Biology Department has
grown rapidly in the last year. The
entire department has enrolled 1,000
students, of which 500 are listed in the
general biology classes.
To meet this overflow of students, Mr.
Joyce and Mr. Parker were added to
the department faculty, and more class
rooms were provided.
Courses are now offered in Biology,
Anatomy, Physiology, Botany, and Zo
ology. Excellent facilities are also pro
vided for pre-medical study, and each










Professional training for the various
aspects of Home Economics, the devel
opment of happy, well-adjusted person
alities, and the integration of these two
in teacher training is the work under
taken by the Home Economics depart
ment faculty. In a newly revised de
partment, featuring vocational training,
the enrollment has leaped ahead great
ly within the last two years, making it
one of the most popular fields for West
ern women.

















The Social Science Department head
ed by Mr. Moore includes four separate
departments, Economics, History, Polit
ical Science, and Sociology. The Eco
nomics Department, with Mr. Bowers,
Mr. Bigelow and Mr. Moore includes
classes in Public Finance, Business Ad
ministration and Labor Problems with
other economic courses. The history
subjects are taught by Miss Seekell, Dr.
Scott, Dr. Seibert, Dr. Weber, Dr. Russel,
and Dr. Knauss with courses including
history from the very earliest civiliza
tion to the present day.
The Political Science Department in
cludes Dr. Weber and Mr. Shilling and
all governmental problems of the past
and future are discussed, while in the
Sociology Department Dr. Burnham, Dr.
Kercher and Mrs. De Cair carry on the
work. Included in this department is a
new course in Marriage and Family
Relations, which was introduced last





From the first until the last week of a
Western student's four years on the
Hilltop, he spends many hours in class
es of English and Literature.
The English Department boasts the larg
est faculty group, so the importance of
this field is easily seen. Its members
are ever alert to the advances in their
field; extensive study and writing has
made many of them well-known in
many widely read periodicals.
Within the past year three instructors
have been added to the English Depart
ment to accommodate the rise in enroll
ment which has crowded classes. Mr.
Betsky, Mr. Moore and Miss Cleveland
have come to Western to impart to us
the knowledge and charm of their sub
jects.
It goes without saying, that in a field of
study which affects our daily life so
much, the use of a well-rounded cultural
background in English and its associ
ated subjects is of incomparable value.
"By their speech ye shall know them"
would seem to sum up its importance,
for each time we speak, the manner,
the content, and the logical background



















Gerald Osborn James W. Boynton Robert Eldridge
CHEMISTRY
Dr. McCracken, former head of the De
partment of Chemistry was, upon retir
ing, replaced by Dr. Osborn. Additions
to the department facilities during the
year have been: a library of chemical
references, organized to permit more
thorough study of the intrinsic subject;
new supplies; and increased staff of
assistants to better supervise the interest
of the growing classes.





The Art Department is located in the
Barracks. Such courses in the elemen
tary and advanced study of designing,
poster-making, painting, drawing, and
modeling, present a full curriculum for
students. Work by both students and
faculty has been evident on the campus
in posters, decorations, and especially
in the paintings, original fixtures and
designs in the new buildings. Hardly
a place or social affair has escaped
the artistic touch of this able depart
ment.
AGRICULTURE
When you think of Agriculture at West
ern, you think of Mr. Corbus, the only
instructor of the Agriculture Depart
ment.
Though Mr. Corbus has accomplished
much to keep the department at the
level of other colleges, he wishes not
to speak of his deeds, but to honor the
man who held the first position as
Agriculture instructor, Dr. Burnham,
who is retiring this year.
Eugene Pennell George Kirby Emma Watson
COMMERCE
The Department of Commerce was or
ganized for the purpose of preparing
teachers of commerce and economics.
It includes courses which will be help
ful to those who intend to teach com
mercial subjects in junior and senior
high schools and courses which will aid




The rapid progression of the Physics
Department has been due to the active
interest of members and faculty. A
public address system was installed in
the stadium, a broadcasting studio in
the Health and Personnel Building, and
a possible intercollegiate broadcasting
system in the future are among the
numerous accomplishments of the year,
aside from the regular class and labor
atory work.
RURAL EDUCATION
The Department of Rural Education was
established to prove that the training
of teachers for rural areas should be on
a par with other teacher training. We
see it today, under the guidance of Dr.
Robinson, a unified and essential divi
sion of the college.
HANDWRITING
The Handwriting Department was creat
ed for the purpose of correcting illegible
penmanship and training prospective
teachers of handwriting. The course
includes the study of the history, the
principles, the methods, and the mate
rials necessary in teaching handwrit
ing. In size it is a baby department,
but its job is that of a grown-up.
GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY
The Geography and Geology Depart
ment, located in the science building,
offers a great variety of courses and
means of interesting study. Field trips
and excursions are some of the depart
ment supplements for the regular
school year activities. During the sum
mer session a tour of combined history
and geography students is conducted
to some part of North America.
A change in the department staff was
made this year, when Dr. Straw joined
the faculty to fill the vacancy left by
Dr. Glasgow.
John Fox Walter Marburger Paul Rood


















The Department of Education, under the
leadership of Dr. Hilliard, offers various
courses which are designed primarily
to meet the professional needs of the
prospective teacher. These consist of
certain required subjects and various
special courses to instruct students in
specific fields. These courses prepare
the prospective teacher for classroom
problems and even more important,
give him a background of information
and attitudes which help him to build
up his own philosophy of education.
ALUMNI SECRETARY
Mr. Cooper, Alumni Secretary of West
ern, has been an active member of the
faculty for 12 years. He is on the edi
torial staff of the Educational News Bul
letin and serves as editor-in-chief of the
Western Alumni Bulletin. He is well
known throughout the state as a Com
mencement speaker and serves as an





The Psychology Department moved in
to the new Student Health and Person
nel Building this year, continuing the
study of psychology with lectures, in
struments, and problem cases. Besides
teaching courses in Abnormal, and
General Psychology, Psycho-Education
al Problems gave advanced students
an approach to the field of clinical
psychology.
DEANS
From the beginning of their freshman
year until graduation, students at West
ern find warm friendship in knowing
Mrs. Davis and Mr. Pellett. Their hos
pitable offices in the Health and Person
nel Building have harbored many ser
vices of unaccountable value. The
routine business of the office concerns
itself with scholarship, providing suit
able living quarters, conducting a bu
reau to aid students in finding part-time
employment, issuing "guest slips," and
excusing absences. The problems
which many students bring to the deans
are sympathetically listened to, and
sound advice is meted out.
PUBLICITY
The Publicity Department has felt the
effects of the spirit of growth which per
vades the campus these days. Miss
Draper has served for twenty-two years
and Mr. Dunham eleven years with this
busy department which was originally
responsible for both publicity and all
Western publications. But as the school
grows so grows all of its parts, until
today both Miss Draper and Mr. Dun
ham devote their full time to greater
publicity for a greater Western.
VOCATIONAL AVIATION
MECHANICS
The new Aviation Department, super
vised by Mr. Weaver, World War vet
eran and licensed mechanic, consists
of two parts, the Civil Aeronautics Au
thority Pilot Training and Vocational
Aviation Mechanics.
The C. A. A. accepts about thirty physi
cally and mentally qualified Western
students each year. Only those who
show true enthusiasm and ability are
accepted for instruction.
Theodore Henry Homer Carter
Bertha Davis Ray Pellett
Blanche Draper Homer Dunham
Elmer C. Weaver
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JOHN C. HOEKJE, PAUL V. SANGREN,
BERTHA S. DAVIS, LOFTON V. BURGE,
AND RAY C. PELLETT.
Officers of CjaministraUon
Rapid expansion of Western's entire program for the past year has
been under the administration of Dr. Paul V. Sangren, president; Mr.
John C. Hoekje, registrar; Mrs. Bertha Davis, dean of women; Mr. Ray





Western's rapid growth is well illustrated in the development of its
training school units. In its initial year the Training School had three
grades and was located in the Methodist Church House and the Y. M.
C. A. The next year, 1905, it was transferred to Vine Street School
and in the fall of 1909 it was moved to the Training School Building
on the campus. The school so increased in size that by 1910 it included
the first eight grades. Starting in 1912 the high school was added,
one grade at a time. This complete school system was organized
as a distinct unit in 1915.
By an act of the State Legislature Portage Center Consolidated School
became one of Western's teacher training units in 1923 and in 1924
Richland and Paw Paw became affiliated with the college.
In all these systems the classes range from kindergarten through the
twelfth grade. An additional unit which affords practice teaching
opportunities for students is the one room Hurd School.
This year further development was made when select rural education
students went into country schools in southwestern Michigan for six
weeks of full time teaching.
Western's training school system is supervised by Dr. Lofton Burge.
His duties also include the maintenance of a placement bureau for
seniors and alumni. This bureau has been very successful in serving
















































































































The most frequented spot on the campus is
Western's impressive Library Building. The
present edifice is so constructed that when the
need arises more space may be utilized as
reading rooms and book stacks. This space now
houses the entire mathematics and commerce
departments along with classes in literature,
languages, history, and political science.
In 1938 the library was the recipient of a $6,000
gift from the Carnegie Foundation, the amount
to be distributed over three years. In addition
there are also the Collegiate Alumni Income
and the Burnham Rural Library Fund.
The latest innovations are the new lighting sys
tem in the reading room and the modern meth
od of checking out books by means of an
electric card-stamping machine.
This efficient library is supervised by Miss
French who is aided by the assistant librarians
and student helpers.
Hazel Cleveland, Edith Clark, Mary Harvey, Paul Randall, Vera
Graham, Anna French, Clara Sterling, Phoebe Lumaree
Offiice
Courteous, friendly, and helpful, the staff of secretaries in the various offices
are ever ready to serve the students. A staff of about twenty-five such em
ployees serve in the Records Office, Extension Department, Graduate Office,
General Office, Registrar's Office, the Deans' Offices, and Office of the President.
They assist the executives and play a very important part behind the scenes
for the students.
Standing: Leah Smith, Marian
Woodman, Hester Pellegrom,
Grace Lundy, Edna Hirsch, Alice
Haefner, Ardyce Goldsworth, Bar
bara McKinstry, LeRoy Myers.
Seated: Eva Falk, Maxine Mac-
Donald
JJormitori
Grace Moore, Cornelius MacDonald, Beverly Eason,
Gladys Hansen, Florence Tyler
Towner Smith, Mrs. Towner Smith, Charles Starring,
Frank Hinds
WALWOOD HALL
Offering countless facilities to its residents, Wal
wood Hall Residence houses one hundred and fif
teen women. Now near the completion of its
second year Walwood Hall has become the scene
of many pleasant events enjoyed by both its
residents and guests. Its two sound-proof recrea
tion rooms are available for study or recreation.
A fine laundry makes "blue Monday" a pleasure,
and its beautiful lounge and lobby are the pride
of the students who live there. Cheery and well-
equipped rooms have made it the object of much
praise.
The Hall is in charge of Mrs. Hansen, assistant
Dean of Women, and Mrs. Tyler, whose constant
care and supervision keep it clean, neat, and
homey. A nurse is in residence at all times to
administer whatever medical care is needed.
On each floor is a sun room and a kitchen in
which occasional food preparation is allowed, but
the residents have their own dining room which
is supplied from the college cafeteria in the adja
cent Union Building. So attractive is this dormi
tory that since its opening it has had a large
waiting list.
HALL FOR MEN
In its one year of use, the Hall for Men has become
a popular place for both residents and its non
resident visitors. The coffee shop in the basement
of the hall is a gathering place for "bull-sessions"
and its barber shop is open to all men students.
The rest of the hall is used principally by its resi
dents. Its comfortable lounges and game room;
its den, with a decorative scheme symbolizing the
end of the old Indian Trail which once ran along
the back of the new athletic fields.
The Hall for Men offers both board and room, or
room alone, to two hundred men. It is divided
into six precincts, each precinct governing itself,
and being responsible for whatever social activi
ties they sponsor, or the various intra-mural events
in which they have participated.
High scholarship is encouraged, and consultations
on personal or school problems are available with
either Mr. or Mrs. Smith, and the two general
councellors, Mr. Hinds and Mr. Starring.
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(yanaias
Thinking it over with Mr.
Bowers
Is it that bad, Mr. Starring?
The two cronies. Dr. Henry
lays down the smoke screen,
while Mr. Pellett "shoots."
Could something be "brew
ing" between Mr. Foley and
Dr. Sangren?
This is how Mr. Kirby and
Mr. Bartoo collaborate.








How a "stoogent" teaches.
I wish I knew what I'm doing.
Not many are familiar with
the "bar."
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Over the Hilltop—and then, what. Beyond these wide
portals and tall pillars lies the life for which we have
spent four years in preparation.
In 1936 we entered, traditionally "green" frosh, grateful
for all help from upperclassmen. We saw President




The next year we thrilled over Western's expanding
program, including plans for dormitories, a baseball
field, and stadium. Our green-ness had left and we
began to take greater interest in sports, school activities
and social life. Later that year came a great loss, the
passing of Mr. Ellsworth, Training School Director.
The fall of 1938 the new Union Building and Women's
dormitory were completed. "Meet you at the Soda-
Bar" became a password to genial meetings between
classes. The new Ballroom held such gala events as
the J-Hop. Plans for placing Western on a semester
basis were announced, and we all rushed to our credit
books and reviewed our fractions.
The first semester of 1939 brought the serious business
of being seniors and practice teachers. With the open
ing of two new buildings came greater enrollment and
an enlargement of the faculty and Western was spoken
of as "bigger and better." Just before the dedication
of the new stadium, Dr. Waldo passed away, leaving
Western as a living monument of his life's work. Soon
we were thinking about Swing-out, Baccalaureate, and
finally Graduation.
No matter where we go, nor how many miles part us,
we shall carry with us cherished memories of our
Hilltop Home.
SENIOR OFFICERS
Back row: M. Van Den Berg,
M. Jane Nash, W. Roe, K.
Keck.
Front row: L. Peterson, G.
Bond, M. I. Austin.
33















































































































Later El Club ■



















































































































































































































































































Y. W. C. A.
ELEANOR JOHNSON
Later El Club




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Y. W. C. A.
EDWARD WILDS BETTY CONRAD
WINEBRENNER WISNIEWSKI













D. Walton, B. J. Larr, J. Vander Meiden.



















































































































































































































































Hi! Going my way?
On our way to the "Union.
Hurry, you need to climb the
"Hill."
End of the line. All out!
What, too cold to come out





Well, I waited long enough!
The "Scotties" at homecoming.
Beginners in aviation me
chanics.
We must have won a game.




First row: Leila Wilson, Edward Cleve
land.
Second row: Frank Hale, Ina Springer,






































































































































































































































































The Men's Union Formal
"Tepee Tango" cut-ups from
the Hall for Men.
Along with the Women at the
Women's Who's Who Party.
At the J-Hop.
A Pajama Party at Walwood
Residence.
Going to the Walwood Resi
dence Formal.
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